
 

 
The Edward R. Murrow Legacy 

 

 “Head of the parade, pinnacle of the pyramid” as a 

pioneering broadcast journalist (Walter Cronkite) 

 Created first team of radio correspondents (WWII) 

 Early prototype of dashing foreign correspondent 

 Great voice—SET A STANDARD FOR HOW MALE 

BROADCAST JOURNALISTS WANTED TO SOUND  

 his “This is London” opening to his WORLD WAR II 

reports became HIS WELL KNOWN SIGNATURE 

OPENING, AS WAS HIS SIGN OFF:  “Good NIGHT AND 

GOOD LUCK” 

 Helped create the TV documentary—His “Harvest of 

shame” documentary about migrant workers in 

America remains a classic  

 Helped take down u.s. Sen. Joseph McCarthy with 

special investigative reports  

 Spoke against TV’s direction toward “fluff” wanted 

more public affairs, news and education on TV  

 A crusading journalist, strived to right the wrongs 

of society 


