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District Considers Random Drug Testing of High School Athletes 

By Melanie M. Sidwell 

 

 Charleston County high school athletes may face random drug tests if the 

school board adopts a policy it is considering as a way to deter students from using 

steroids and other illegal substances. 

 School board members will vote on the policy at a meeting Tuesday.  

 Superintendent of Schools Gary Hubbard said he suggested the policy after 

players from the football and boys’ basketball teams came to him and complained of 

teammates using steroids and other performance-enhancing drugs.  The school 

cannot test just certain athletes, Hubbard said, so all student athletes must comply 

under the policy, an idea that has become controversial with parents and students.  

 Like Hazel Beaumont and her son, Roger, a Kennedy High School 

sophomore and soccer player.  Beaumont, a stay-at-home mother, said she would 

make her son take the test; Roger Beaumont called the policy a violation of his 

privacy.  But, he eventually admitted, he really liked playing sports and would agree 

to the testing if mandated.  

 School board attorney Karen Bulnes drafted the proposed policy, which she 

said is legal based on past U.S. Supreme Court decisions.  Each of the eight board 

members received a copy of the proposed policy.  Bulnes said she doesn’t know how  
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the members will vote at the meeting.  

 Four of the five board members reached for this story declined to comment.  

School board member Judie Lu said she favors the policy because she says it might 

stop students from taking drugs. 

 Students, though, appear divided on the issue. 

 Ann Capiello and Amy Deacosti, two Kennedy seniors who play field hockey, 

both said they disagree with the random drug testing, but would take the test if 

required.  Both girls said they had nothing to hide.   

 Two other Kennedy seniors, basketball players James Carigg and Diana 

Nyer, said they opposed the policy and planned to voice their opinions at 

tomorrow’s meeting, which is expected to draw a large audience.   

 The 7 p.m. meeting, usually held at the Wilson Elementary School library, 

has been moved to the cafeteria at Kennedy High School.  
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